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Installation 

Before Installation 

New User 

Microsoft ActiveSync (XP and older) or Windows Mobile Device Center (Windows 

Vista and newer) must be installed and a connection established between your 

primary computer and device prior to installation of Pocket Genealogist.   ActiveSync 

is provided on a CD that came with your device or Windows Mobile Device Center 

can be found online at the Microsoft website. 

Current Version 4 User 

All Pocket Genealogist Version 4 releases can always be installed ñovertopò your 

current release and no ñmanualò uninstall needs to occur first.    With Windows 

Mobile 5 or 6 devices, you will be prompted regarding the ñautomaticò uninstall of 

the program on the device prior to the installation of the new version. 

 

Databases created prior to 4.00 are not compatible and will need to be re-imported. 

Current Version 2 or 3 User 

Pocket Genealogist Version 4 will not overwrite Version 2 or Version 3 when you 

install.  You may run both versions if you wish, they donôt share anything in 

common.   See Appendix A for more details regarding uninstall. 

Installation of 4.00 

Start by downloading the installation program from the Northern Hills Software 

website.   There are several different downloads. Choose the one thatôs correct for 

your device, the website has details on how to make that distinction. 

 

You should close any running copies of Pocket Genealogist on the desktop or the 

device prior to running the installation.  Make sure your device is connected before 

you run the Pocket Genealogist installation program.   You must have administrator 

privileges during installation although that is not required when you use the program. 

  

There are two distinct steps to the installation which are invoked by running the 

installation program that you downloaded.  The first step will install the desktop side 

Chapter  

1 
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of Pocket Genealogist.  The second step will install Pocket Genealogist on your 

device.  Both steps are accomplished by running the single installation program.  

 

Note: If you need to re-install Pocket Genealogist on the device only, press the 

ñToolsò button on the main Pocket Genealogist (on your desktop computer) and 

youôll find a ñRe-installò button.   Optionally, you can run the entire install again.   

You should never need to uninstall a copy of Version 4 before re-installing. 

Running the Installation program 

Start the installation by clicking on the program setup file that you downloaded from 

the Northern Hills Software website.  

 

 
 

The first panel allows you to select which language you wish to use for the 

installation wizard display.  The installation program will automatically try to select 

the correct language based on the value set in ñRegional Settingsò on your computer. 

 

Press ñNextò to continue. 
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Select ñI Acceptò if you agree to the terms of the License Agreement.   You cannot 

continue the install without accepting the License Agreement. 

 

Press ñNextò to continue. 
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If this is a new installation you can select where to install the program.   Use the  

button to select the location using the standard windows ñBrowse for Folderò dialog.  

A shortcut for Pocket Genealogist is always placed in the Programs menu.  You may 

also select to have a shortcut placed on your desktop or on the start menu.   Shortcuts 

can be defined as available for all users or just for the installation user.  

 

Press ñNextò to continue. 
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The next panel verifies that ActiveSync (or Windows Mobile Device Center) is 

installed.   If it is not you will be shown a ñWebò button which can be pressed to take 

you to the appropriate Microsoft website for download.  (An internet connection must 

be present for the button to work.)  You can continue to install without ActiveSync or 

Windows Mobile Device Center present BUT the device side of Pocket Genealogist 

will not be installed. 

 

Press ñNextò to continue. 
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The next panel verifies that the Microsoft database drivers needed by the ñAdvancedò 

version of Pocket Genealogist for use with the direct imports from your desktop 

genealogy program are available.   If any are missing, it will tell you which óDirectô 

import will not work.  If you are not using that desktop program, you can ignore this 

warning.  Otherwise, a óWebô button will be displayed to allow download of the 

necessary driver. 

 

Press ñNextò to continue. 
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The next panel will show you where the program will be installed and gives you one 

last chance to change options before installation.   (Use the ñBackò button to change 

installation options) 

  

Press ñInstallò to start the installation. 
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The next panel shows the progress of the installation and displays the files that are 

copied to your computer.   After the desktop side is complete, youôll receive the 

ActiveSync or Windows Mobile Device Center installation panel for the device 

install. (as shown on the next page). 
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PocketPC 2003 Device 

 
 

If you wish to install Pocket Genealogist to device 

ñmemoryò, select ñYesò.  If you wish to install 

Pocket Genealogist to an external storage card (if 

available), select ñNoò.  Selecting ñNoò gives you a 

ñSelect Destination Mediaò screen similar to the 

illustration to the right.  (The arrow in the drop 

down list has been selected for this screen print) 

 

 

Note: If this is a re-install of Version 4, you may see the following screen. 
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Windows Mobile 5 or 6 devices 

 

You do not select where you 

want the program to be installed 

from the desktop.    The device 

installer (shown to the right) will 

automatically copy the install 

program to the device and you 

will be prompted on the device to 

continue the install. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: If this is a re-install of Version 4, you may see the following screen. 
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The first prompt you should see on the device 

is the ñunknown publisherò confirmation.  

The Pocket Genealogist install is not a 

ñsignedò application so you will need to select 

ñYesò to continue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  or 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: If this is a re-install of Version 4, you 

will first be prompted to remove the prior 

version.   The un-install will also give you the 

choice of removing the old databases and 

configuration settings.  (In most cases, you 

would probably remove neither.) 
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Next you will get the prompt that will allow 

you to choose the location on the device to 

install the program.  Press ñInstallò on the 

menu to continue.     

 

Note: You may not see this prompt if you do 

not have any storage cards in the device. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You may get a prompt if the current settings on the device will prevent Pocket 

Genealogist from performing synchronizations from the desktop.  You should select 

ñYesò if you get this prompt. 
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And finally you will be shown a screen indicating success or failure.  Press ñOKò or 

ñDoneò to dismiss this dialog.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 or 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You may now continue with the installation on the desktop. 



Pocket Genealogist V4.00 

 

24  

 

 

 

Final Installation Steps  

 

After device installation, you will receive the following message on the desktop: 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

When the installation is complete, a success or failure message will be displayed in 

the window. 

 

Press ñNextò to continue. 
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This is the final panel that will be displayed.   Pocket Genealogist will automatically 

start unless you uncheck the ñLaunch Program on exitò option. 

 

Press ñFinishò to exit the wizard. 
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Desktop Setup 
The first time you run the Pocket Genealogist program on the desktop there are a 

couple of things to set. 

Location of Databases  

You will be asked to select the location for the Pocket Genealogist databases and 

other common files.  This prompt will only occur the first time you run Pocket 

Genealogist. 

 

 
 

Note: You can reset this later by removing the Pocket Genealogist customization 

values.  See ñRemove Customization Valuesò for more detail. 
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Registration Code 

You will be prompted to enter your registration code.  You can use the program 

without a registration code by pressing ñOKò but some features will be disabled.    

 

 
 

If you have already purchased Pocket Genealogist, press the ñRegisterò button to 

enter your unlock code. 
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Enter your registration/unlock code provided in the email received from the vendor 

from which you purchased Pocket Genealogist.  The first time you synchronize a 

database it will also automatically enter the code for you on the device. 
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Options 

You may want to select the ñOptionsò button on the main Pocket Genealogist screen 

to set some values to improve the Pocket Genealogist experience.   Most of these 

options can be set during operation of Pocket Genealogist although you may wish to 

preset these values before you begin. 

 

 

File Locations  

You can set the ñdefaultò location to look for your import files when you do a 

ñCreateò.  Press the appropriate button to bring up a ñBrowseò dialog so you can 

select the folder on your desktop to use as the default location for that type of import. 

Sound to Play at completion 

With large amounts of data, it may take some time to perform an import, export or 

synchronization.  You can set a sound to play when these operations complete as a 

means to notify you that the operation is complete.  Pressing the appropriate button 

(import, export, sync) invokes an ñopenò dialog so you can select the ñWAVò file.  

(Look in C:\windows\media for some ñWAVò files that may come with your 

operating system.) 
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Miscellaneous Defaults 

Lock Data (View Only) 

If you do not want to do data entry on the device, you can ñlockò the data to prevent 

accidental changes to the data.  Setting this value will set this as the default for when 

you do imports.  (Changing this after you do an import does nothing for any databases 

youôve already created without this value set.)   This value is selectable at import 

time, but the selection you have on this screen will be used as the default when you 

do an import so that you donôt have to remember to set it every time an import occurs. 

Save Column Width and Position 

Selecting this option allows you to save the width and position of columns for the 

various ñlistsò found in the desktop Pocket Genealogist program.   If this is not 

selected, you can still change the width and position of the columns but they wonôt be 

saved when you exit Pocket Genealogist. 

Advanced Options 

The ñAdvancedò button is used to display the Advanced program options.     
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Advanced Options 

 

Maximum Target Image Size / Resolution 

Pocket Genealogist converts a copy of your images to JPEG and resizes them to more 

closely match the display of the device.   (This allows for much smaller image sizes)    

You can select the ótargetô image size if you wish to have higher resolution images 

although be cautious with the ñOriginal Sizeò option as synchronization can take a 

long time.   Additionally, large images on the device may not display because of 

memory constraints. 

Code Page 

Except in rare situations (Vietnamese for example), the Code Page should always be 

set to 1252 (ANSI ï Latin I).     You can use the ñdefaultò button to set the value back 

to this value. 

Use TCP/IP for communications 

You should not need to set this option in order to make synchronization work.  If 

normal communications is unsuccessful, the program will automatically try the 

ñTCP/IPò option. 

  

ñLet device determine address for Synchronizationò should always be selected and 

ñManual Synchronizationò not selected unless you have specific needs which have 
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been previously discussed with Northern Hills Software.  (For example, these can be 

used to establish a Wi-Fi connection with Windows Mobile 5 or 6 devices) 

Synchronize to location with most free space 

Most devices have multiple locations available for synchronizing databases.   

(Memory, File Store and Storage Cards for example)   If you have this option 

selected, the location with the most free space will be automatically selected on the 

synchronization screen when you first sync a database.  (although you can change the 

value to any location you wish before starting the sync) 

Synchronize Pocket Genealogist device configuration values 

Configuration options you select on the device can be synchronized to the desktop for 

ñsafe keepingò so that if you should have a ñhard resetò on the device they can be 

restored.   Select this option to retrieve and save these values on your desktop 

computer. 

Languages 

Selecting or de-selecting the languages you wish to synchronize to the device is 

accomplished on this screen.    You can either synchronize these languages using the 

ñSynchronizeò button or automatically when you synchronize a database.   If you 

previously synchronized a language but then de-select it on this screen, the next 

synchronization will remove that language from the device. 
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Getting Started (Desktop) 

Getting your data to the device 

Overview 

Your genealogy data is not directly copied to the device.   Instead, you import your 

genealogy data into a Pocket Genealogist database which is then synchronized to the 

device.   This is all accomplished with the desktop portion of the Pocket Genealogist 

program.  Pocket Genealogist can read your data in a number of ways.   

  

¶ GEDCOM file ï GEDCOM, or GEnealogical Data COMmunication,  is the 

data transfer ñstandardò for exchanging information between genealogy 

programs.   It was developed by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 

Saints.   All modern desktop genealogy programs can create a GEDCOM file.  

See Appendix B for examples on how to create a GEDCOM file from some 

popular genealogy programs.  Pocket Genealogist supports ANSI, ANSEL, 

UTF-8 and Unicode based GEDCOM files. 

¶ ñAdvancedò Pocket Genealogist only: You can bypass GEDCOM and 

directly read databases created with Ancestral Quest, Genbox Family History 

Version 3, Legacy Family Tree Version 5 and higher, RootsMagic Version 2 

and higher, and The Master Genealogist Versions 5 and higher.  Pocket 

Genealogist also supports updating changes made on the device directly back 

into Legacy when the 2-way synchronization option is turned on. 

¶ ñBasicò or ñAdvancedò with the PAF/FTM add-on: The Pocket Genealogist 

PAF/FTM add-on available from Wholly Genes Software allows you to 

directly read PAF Version 5 or Family Tree Maker databases (except for FTM 

2010).   The add-on is for import only, not 2-way Synchronization. 

 

When you create a new Pocket Genealogist database to go onto the device, it first 

stores your information in a Pocket Genealogist database on the desktop then 

synchronizes it to the device.   If you make changes to the data on the device and 

synchronize it back to the desktop, it puts the changes back into the Pocket 

Genealogist database it created there.   If you are doing 2-way Synchronizing with 

Legacy Family Tree, it will then update Legacy using that Pocket Genealogist 

database.   If you are doing any other type of import, you can use the ñExportò feature 

of Pocket Genealogist to create a GEDCOM for merging back into your original 

genealogy database.     

Chapter  

2 
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The steps for getting your data to the device, which will be covered in detail in this 

chapter, are as follows: 

 

1. Create.  This starts the process of creating a Pocket Genealogist database on 

the desktop which will be synchronized to the device. 

2. Import .  This step reads your genealogy data and puts it in the Pocket 

Genealogist database on the desktop.   When you do your first import you will 

need to set some ñcustomizationò options for what type of data you wish to 

import.  This allows you to selectively pick the data you wish to import in 

case you wish to conserve space on the device. 

3. Synchronize.  This step takes the Pocket Genealogist database on the desktop 

and copies it to the device. 

 

When you first start the program and before you create any new databases, you will 

have a ñblank slateò showing no Pocket Genealogist databases as illustrated on the 

following screen. 

 

 
 

Tip:  Most buttons in Pocket Genealogist have ñTipsò associated with them.  Hover 

your mouse pointer over the button to display more information.  

 

Tip:  Most Pocket Genealogist screens can be resized both vertically and horizontally.  

The size and position of the screen will automatically be saved.  
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The layout of the main Pocket Genealogist screen is divided into roughly four areas 

from top to bottom: 

 

1. Database List.  This list shows the Pocket Genealogist databases that have 

been created and information about that database. This information includes 

the database name, the type of  import, whether the database is ñlockedò as 

read/only, whether 2-way synchronization is in effect, the status of the last 

action against the database, the date the database was lasted acted upon using 

the action buttons, and the original location of the imported data. 

2. Action Buttons.  This contains buttons that allow you to perform actions 

against the databases in the list. (in the previous example most of the action 

buttons are invisible since no databases have been created yet)    

3. Log Window. The ñLogò window contains information about the actions you 

have taken since starting Pocket Genealogist. 

4. Additional Options .  These buttons are other actions you can take that are not 

specific to a database. 

 

Tip:  Use the ñAboutò button to enter your registration (unlock) code before you 

create your first Pocket Genealogist database.  



Pocket Genealogist V4.00 

 

36  

 

 

 

Creating a Pocket Genealogist Database 

 The first step in getting your genealogy data to the device is to create a new 

Pocket Genealogist database.   Use the ñCreateò button on the main desktop 

screen to start the process.    

 

 
 

The first thing you must select is how you are getting the data into the Pocket 

Genealogist database.  The import types are grouped by the level of Pocket 

Genealogist you have purchased.  All ñBasicò features are also available if you have 

the ñAdvancedò level of Pocket Genealogist.   If you are using the ñTrialò level the 

only available option is ñGEDCOMò.     

 

The use of the PAF/FTM add-on requires the additional purchase of the item from 

Wholly Genes Software.   

 

Select the import type and press the ñOKò button to continue. 
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When you do an import and no files are 

found in the ñdefaultò location or that type 

of import, you will be prompted if you wish 

to search your computer for files that qualify 

for that type of import. 

  

 

 

 

 

This is useful if you donôt know where your genealogy data is stored on your 

computer.  Be aware that the search may take some time to run if you have a lot of 

folders and files on your computer although you do have the option of aborting the 

search at any time.    For illustration purposes, we will assume that ñNoò is selected.    

 

The ñfile selectionò screen is shown next.   The current default path for the type of 

import selected will be displayed in the edit field at the top of the screen and any 

files/databases that match for this location will be displayed in the list.  (In this 

example there are no matches)   If the file/database you wanted to import was in the 

list, you could simply select that item then press the ñOKò button to continue. 

 

 
 

Since there are no items in the list, you must ñnavigateò to the location containing the 

data.  Here are the options for selecting data from this screen: 
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1. Select from the list.  If the file you want to import is in the list, simply select 

that item in the list using a single left mouse click. 

2. Open dialog.  Press the ñOpenò button  to invoke the Windows file 

selection dialog which can be used to navigate to the file you wish to import. 

3. Enter the Location.    If you know the location of the data, enter the full 

path in the edit field (path only) and press the ñRefreshò button to display a 

list of files at that location.  

4. Search. Press the ñSearchò button  to display the search screen.  

 

 
 

If you are on a network and wish to have network drives searched along with local 

drives, select the ñInclude Network Drivesò option.  You can also search removable 

media such as floppy drives, Zip disks, and memory drives. 

 

The search can take some time depending on the number of files and folders and hard 

drives you have in your system.   At times it may appear to be ñhungò if there are lots 

of files in any particular folder.   If the file you are searching for appears in the search 

list you can press ñStopò to stop the search.   Selecting an item from the search list 

and pressing ñOKò will select that file for import. 
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Importing data into the Pocket Genealogist database 

Customizing the Import 

The second step in getting your genealogy data to the device is importing the data 

selected in the ñCreateò step into the desktop Pocket Genealogist database.    The first 

time you import a database of a particular type (GEDCOM for example), you will be 

prompted to set the customization values for that import. 

 

 
 

Press the ñCustomizeò button on the import screen to set the options you wish to use 

for that type of import. 

Customizing GEDCOM imports 
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Note:  Not all options are applicable for every type of GEDCOM import.   The 

availability of that type of data depends on your desktop genealogy program.  

However, selecting an option that is not applicable will do no harm. 

 

Dual Surname Support (Spanish Style) ï Select this option when both the motherôs 

and fatherôs surnames are used as part of the full name for the children of that couple.    

 

Uppercase Surnames ï Converts surnames to all uppercase during import. 

 

Include section -- This section contains options for selecting the data you wish to 

include as part of the import.  Some of these options may not be applicable for all 

GEDCOM imports.   Warning: Selecting ñPrimary Events Onlyò will discard all 

events other than ñprimaryò events. (Birth, Christening, Marriage, Death and Burial) 

 

Multimedia  ï This option allows the importation of images (photos for example). 

  

Primary Events First  -- ñPrimaryò events (birth, christening, death, burial, marriage) 

will appear first in the event list on the device.  If not selected, events are strictly 

sorted by date. 

 

Display messages for unsupported TAGS ï Some GEDCOM tags are not supported 

during import.  If you wish to see messages when these tags are encountered, select 

this option. 

 

Double Dating ï Allows you to select the beginning and ending date to use for 

double dating (Julian to Gregorian calendar switch).  This option may not be available 

for all GEDCOM imports. 

 

Comment / Location ï For some import types, you are allowed to define how the 

comment and location is imported.  For example, Family Tree Maker and Brotherôs 

Keeper allow a location and a comment in the same data field.  With the third and 

fourth option, you can specify the character that is used to separate the two values. 

 

Size Limits ï If you have a large number of source citation or event notes, you may 

want to limit the maximum size (in characters) of imported notes so the database 

doesnôt get too large to synchronize to the device.  The default value is 0 which 

means that the entire note will be imported.    The minimum value you can specify is 

20.   If during the import a note larger than the limit is encountered, it will only 

import the indicated amount and discard the rest.   If you do ñlimitò the size of the 

note, it is recommended that you also turn on ñView Onlyò. 
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Customizing Legacy Family Tree ñDirectò Imports 

 
 

On this screen you can select which events, notes, and other items to include during 

import of the Legacy data.  If you are doing 2-way synchronizations, you must select 

all options.  (Use the ñSelect Allò button.)   The only exception is Multimedia which 

you can leave unselected but still enable 2-way synchronizing. 

  

The ñLegacy Installationò value is used to retrieve configuration options set in 

Legacy.  You can either manually enter the path where Legacy is installed or press 

the ñVersionò button to select the path.  You can also press the ñSearchò button if you 

do not know where Legacy is installed. 

  

Note: If you use the ñSearchò button it will search all hard drives on your system.  If 

during the search it finds the location and displays it in the list, you can press the 

cancel button to stop the search and pick that location. 

 

Treat suffix as dual surname 

This option is similar to ñDual Surname (Spanish Style)ò found on GEDCOM 

imports and allows you to use the suffix field in Legacy as the second surname. 
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Customizing The Master Genealogist ñDirectò Imports 

 
Location ï Select which location elements you would like to include during import. 

 

Latitude / Longitude ï Select this option if you wish to include the latitude and 

longitude value associated with the location. 

  

Reverse Order ï Reverses the ñorderò of the location that is built using the elements 

selected.  (For example, builds the location string as [L8], [L7], [L6], etc.) 

 

Commas when missing ï When building the location string, if an ñelementò is 

missing in the data, this option will retain the space for that element by putting in a 

comma. 

 

Double Dates (Old Style Dates) ï Allows you to set the first and last date used for 

old style dates. 

 

Remove Format Codes ï Select these options to remove any formatting codes that 

may be included in the original data. 

 

Include ï Various options for selecting what data types you want to include with 

your import.  You can use this to decrease the amount of space needed for your 

database.   

 

Primary Events Only - This selection will cause non-Primary events to be discarded 

during import.   If selected, only Birth, Christening, Marriage, Death and Burial 
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events are honored.   This allows you to limit the amount of data sent to the device if 

you are trying to conserve space. 

 

Witnesses ï Roles and Witnesses can be transferred to the device although they 

cannot be edited on the device as The Master Genealogist does not allow for this 

information to be transferred via GEDCOM. 

 

Custom Flags - If you select ñCustom Flagsò, you will be presented with a ñflag 

selectionò screen during import.  (TMG Version 5 and higher databases only.)  This 

will al low you to pick the flags to import since they can take up a lot of space in the 

Pocket Genealogist database. 

 

To Do (Research Log) ï The Research Log can be transferred to the device although 

it cannot be edited on the device as The Master Genealogist does not allow for this 

information to be transferred via GEDCOM. 

 

Multimedia ï This option if enabled allows the transfer of images (photos for 

example) to the device.    

 

All events at individual level ï Events with a principal 1 and 2 that match the same 

principals in a marriage can be displayed at the ñIndividualò level instead of the 

ñFamilyò level in Pocket Genealogist.   This option more closely matches how data is 

displayed in The Master Genealogist. 
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Customizing Genbox Imports 

 
 

Note: The options which are not applicable for the import will be disabled.    

Repositories will be enabled for selection when you select ñSourcesò. 

 

Primary Events ONLY:  This selection will cause non-Primary events to be 

discarded during import.   If selected, only Birth, Christening, Marriage, Death and 

Burial events are honored.   This allows you to limit the amount of data sent to the 

device if you are trying to conserve space. 

 

The rest of the items in the ñIncludeò section allow you to pick the type of data you 

wish to synchronize to the device. 

 

Preferred Folder for Media Files ï If importing multimedia files, this field defines 

the preferred media file location as specified in Genbox.  This field will automatically 

be filled in with the value used in Genbox, but you can override it if incorrect.   (This 

value is the ñPreferred Folder for Media Files (ñprefò) value found under ñViewò, 

ñPreferencesò, ñOperationò tab in Genbox) 
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Customizing Other ñDirectò Imports (AQ, RootsMagic) 

 
 

Note: The options which are not applicable for the import will be disabled.    

Repositories will be enabled for selection when you select ñSourcesò. 

 

Primary Events ONLY:  This selection will cause non-Primary events to be 

discarded during import.   If selected, only Birth, Christening, Marriage, Death and 

Burial events are honored.   This allows you to limit the amount of data sent to the 

device if you are trying to conserve space. 

 

The rest of the items in the ñIncludeò section allow you to pick the type of data you 

wish to synchronize to the device. 

 

Multi media ï This option if enabled allows the transfer of images (photos for 

example) to the device.   If you wish to limit the amount of images for space or 

increased synchronization speed, you can select ñPrimary Onlyò.  (not applicable for 

all imports) 

 

All events at individual level ï ñFamilyò events such as marriage can be displayed at 

the ñIndividualò level if this option is selected.  Both spouses will show the same 

event when viewing ñIndividualò information for that person. 

 

Uppercase Surnames ï Converts surnames to all uppercase during import. 
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Customizing PAF/FTM add-on  Imports 

 
 

Note: Not all options are available for both PAF and FTM. 

  

Include ï Various options for selecting what data types you want to include with 

your import.  You can use this to decrease the amount of space needed for your 

database.   

 

Primary Events Only -- This selection will cause non-Primary events to be 

discarded during import.   If selected, only Birth, Christening, Marriage, Death and 

Burial events are honored.   This allows you to limit the amount of data sent to the 

device if you are trying to conserve space. 

 

Multimedia ï This option if enabled allows the transfer of images (photos for 

example) to the device.   This option is only applicable for PAF and Family Tree 

Maker 2008 (or newer) imports. 

 

Comment / Location ï Family Tree Maker allows a location and a comment in the 

same data field.  This allows you to pick how you want to process that field as it is 

imported from FTM.   With the third and fourth option, you can specify the character 

that is used to separate the two values. 

 

Note: As of Family Tree Maker Version 2006, this ñCommentò field appears to be 

solely a ñPlaceò field.   
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Other Import  Options 

Now that you have customized your import and saved those values for future use, you 

have other options you can choose before you start the actual import of your 

genealogy data.   After selecting those options, press ñStartò to begin the import.  

GEDCOM Import Options 

 
 

Pocket Genealogist Database - The name of the Pocket Genealogist database will 

automatically be selected based on the name of the original file.   However, you can 

change the name to whatever you wish.   If a database by that name already exists on 

the device, it will be overwritten. 

 

Lock data (View only) ï If you donôt want to allow data entry for this database on 

the device, you can turn on this option to prevent accidental changes. 

 

Profile ï This will automatically be selected based on the GEDCOM file you are 

using in the import.  Profiles are used to select the proper options needed to ensure a 

correct import of the data.   They also provide information to the device side of 

Pocket Genealogist so that the program matches the capabilities of the genealogy 

program that created the GEDCOM file. 
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Legacy Family Tree Import Options 

 
 

Pocket Genealogist Database - The name of the Pocket Genealogist database will 

automatically be selected based on the name of the original database.   However, you 

can change the name to whatever you wish.   If a database by that name already exists 

on the device, it will be overwritten. 

 

Lock data (View only) ï If you donôt want to allow data entry for this database on 

the device, you can turn on this option to prevent accidental changes. 

 

Enable 2-way Synchronizing ï Use this option if you wish to enable the ability to 

synchronize changes made on the device directly back to your Legacy database, or 

changes made in Legacy to your device.  When using this option, you can only 

change Legacy or Pocket Genealogist between synchronizations.  (Either side can be 

changed but not both.)  After changing either the device database or the Legacy 

database, do a ñSynchronizeò in order to get the databases back in sync.   Afterwards, 

you can then change either side again but only one side at a time. 

 

Note: All options available on the ñCustomizeò screen and ñAll Records in the Entire 

Family Fileò will also be selected if you pick the ñEnable 2-way Synchronizingò 

option. 

 

Note: It is recommended that you do a ñCheck/Repairò of your Legacy database 

before you do the initial import.  See Chapter 6 for more details. 
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Note: If you wish to not make changes on the device but still want to retrieve 

changes in Legacy and synchronize them with the device, select both ñLock Dataò 

and ñEnable 2-way Synchronizingò. 

 

Record Selection ï Use the following options to pick the individuals you would like 

to import. 

 

All Records in the Entire Family File  ï All individuals in the Legacy database will 

be imported.   No other options are available or will be shown. 

 

All Records with an Individual Tag of  ï All individuals in the Legacy database 

with the tag specified will be imported.  (You have to set this tag from within the 

Legacy program.)  You can optionally select spouses, children and parents of the 

tagged individuals even if they are not tagged. 

 

 
 

All Records with a Marriage Tag of ï All individuals in the Legacy database 

associated with the family record with the tag specified will be imported.  (You have 

to set this tag from within the Legacy program.)  You can optionally select the 

children of the tagged individuals even if they are not tagged. 
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The Master Genealogist Import Options 

 
 

Pocket Genealogist Database - The name of the Pocket Genealogist database will 

automatically be selected based on the name of the original database.   However, you 

can change the name to whatever you wish.   If a database by that name already exists 

on the device, it will be overwritten. 

 

Lock data (View only) ï If you donôt want to allow data entry for this database on 

the device, you can turn on this option to prevent accidental changes. 

 

Dataset dropdown list ï Use the ñdrop down listò to pick which dataset you would 

like to import from the TMG project. 

Note: The ñDataSet Lockedò and ñDataSet Disabledò indicate the value as set in 

TMG, not something you can change prior to import. 
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Other ñDirectò Import Options (AQ, Genbox, RootsMagic) 

 
 

Pocket Genealogist Database - The name of the Pocket Genealogist database will 

automatically be selected based on the name of the original database.   However, you 

can change the name to whatever you wish.   If a database by that name already exists 

on the device, it will be overwritten. 

 

Lock data (View only) ï If you donôt want to allow data entry for this database on 

the device, you can turn on this option to prevent accidental changes. 
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PAF/FTM add-on Import Options 

 
 

Pocket Genealogist Database - The name of the Pocket Genealogist database will 

automatically be selected based on the name of the original database.   However, you 

can change the name to whatever you wish.   If a database by that name already exists 

on the device, it will be overwritten. 

 

Lock data (View only) ï If you donôt want to allow data entry for this database on 

the device, you can turn on this option to prevent accidental changes. 

 

Profile ï You may have the choice of picking a profile that matches the genealogy 

program you are using.  (PAF will only show ñPAF v5ò in the list.)   Pick the profile 

that best matches the version of the desktop genealogy program you are using.  It will 

remember which value you select for future imports. 
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Synchronizing the data to the device 

The third step in getting your genealogy data to the device is synchronizing the 

Pocket Genealogist database to the device.    

 

Note: If there were errors during the import step, the synchronization screen will not 

be shown. 

 

 
 

You must have your device turned on and connected to your desktop/laptop computer 

and an active ActiveSync (or Windows Mobile Device Center) session in order to 

synchronize.   If you do not, you will see the following screen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once you have a connection, the above screen will automatically disappear. 
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Prior to starting the synchronization, you can select where you want your Pocket 

Genealogist database stored on the device.    Use the drop down list at the top left of 

the synchronization screen to pick the location.  

 

 
 

The amount of space already used for that location will be shown to the right and will 

be updated automatically to show current space utilization while synchronization 

progresses.    In the above example, there is about 92MB of memory of which 12MB 

is already in use.  (12% utilized) 

 

Note: If you want to edit your data, it is recommended that you put the database in 

memory.  Editing the database on a storage card can be significantly slower.   Never 

do a soft reset when you are updating a database to a storage card even if you think 

the program is ñhungò.   (It can be that slow at times!)  Doing a soft reset during a 

database update will corrupt the database. 

 

After selecting the location to store the database on the device, press ñStartò to 

perform the synchronization.  When it completes, barring any errors, you are now 

ready to use your database on the device. 


























































































































































































































































































































